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his first issue of Indonesia Defense Magazine

introduces the Indonesian public to the many faces of
our national defense industry, while the English-language  gpor N CHIEF
version extends a channel of communication to military ~ Irawan Ronodipuro
and diplomatic counterparts in Indonesia and around the
world.

We socialize the general Indonesian public with developments and potential of
national defense companies, while introducing our national Army, Navy and Air Force
personnel to governments and counterparts abroad.

Our defense industry has been imbued with the spirit of Alutsista, the Indonesian-
language abbreviation for Alat Utama Sistem Senjata ‘lentara Nasional Indonesia,
translated as “Armaments and Munitions for the Indonesian National Armed Forces”.
The mission of our new magazine is thus to convey vital information about these entities
and their developments to the general public at home and to specialists abroad.

The Republic of Indonesia is today faced with the need to augment self-reliance
in its defense, cooperating with foreign counterparts without becoming dependent on
their (sometimes uncertain) goodwill. This has become painfully clear with the sudden
imposition of “sanctions” on military hardware and spares we have suftered in past years.

As countries like Indonesia truly need to learn to defend themselves, with or without
the coverage of foreign alliances, the development of a domestic defense industry goes
hand-in-hand with the rise of a mass industrial (and export-oriented) base. The factis that
“foreign defense aid” inevitably comes with strings attached; thus, today an independent
industrial base of defense industries is being championed by the Government of
Indonesia.

A vast archipelagic nation, Indonesia is faced with defending vast land and marine
borders; we must also recognize a dynamic of economic and military power shifting in
the New Millennium to Asia; there is an urgent need to examine and re-align alliances
and commitments.

We intend to improve military relationships, starting with military attaches in
embassies and trade missions in Indonesia, helping them to access any relevant data they
might find useful in their duties.

The new Minister of Defense, General Prabowo Subianto, has held bilateral talks
with military counterparts in countries of Asia, Africa and Europe. The Minister has
reportedly visited a number of countries to confer with ministers of defense and other
relevant authorities, explicitly aiming to improve military relationships and upgrade
communications between the Republic of Indonesia and foreign militaries.

As a medium to facilitate communications about developments in Indonesia’s
defense industry, Indonesia Defense Magazine proposes to stand as a nexus to
information and data-sharing. This monthly publication will feature the latest advances
in domestic defense production, changes in personnel and news from the Indonesian

Government and military.
C)/

We look forward to your input and support.
Irawan Ronodipuro, Editor in chief
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PERHATIAN PRESIDEN
JOKOWI TERHADAP
PENGUATAN INDUSIRI

- PERTAHANAN

Presiden Joko Widodo sebagai Presiden ke-7 Indonesia mulai menjabat se-
jak 20 Oktober 2014. Pria kelahiran Surakarta, Jawa Tengah, 21 Juni 1961
ini terpilih bersama Wakil Presiden Muhammad Jusuf Kalla dalam Pemilu /
Presiden 2014 dan kembali terpilih bersama Wakil Presiden Ma’ruf Amin
dalam Pemilu Serentak 2019.
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* LEADER

residen Jokowi memberikan perha-
tian besar terhadap penguatan in-
dustri pertahanan yang menjadi visi-
nya. Jokowi mengemukakan, sebagai
negara kepulauan terbesar di dunia yang
terdiri dari 17 ribu pulau, terletak di antara
2 samudera dan 2 benua, Indonesia harus
mampu menjadi sebuah kekuatan regional

yang baik yang disegani di kawasan Asia
Timur. Jokowi menekankan pada penguatan
industri pertahanan dalam negeri. “Karena
itu, kita perlu melakukan penguatan pertaha-
nan kita dengan alutsista yang modern yang
bersandar pada kemampuan industri alat
pertahanan di dalam negeri,” katanya saat
menyampaikan pengantar pada Rapat Ter-




